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Transforming Life’s Challenges into Triumph

In these changing times, people in every stage of life can identify with the themes of this story; particularly women who are single mothers, working professionals, or desiring a mate. 
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Description: Janaye Perkins has reached that sweet spot in life. She has a good job, purchased her first home, and is dating a man that she believes will be the perfect husband and father for her young son. With the undying support of her mother and knowing that her girls always have her back, what more could she ask for? That is until the worst day of her life causes her to question everything, as her life, love, job, and friendships are tested. Can the worst day of her life propel her into the best time of her life?
Novel’s Themes:
· Relationships of every kind: parent/child, friendships, co-workers, and romantic

· Overcoming the consequences of past decisions while attempting to move forward

· Matters of faith as it relates to: daily life, finances, forgiveness, illness, love, and tragedy

Excerpt:  www.tawniaramirez.com/excerpt.html
-MORE-

About the Author:  Tawnia L. Ramirez is a contemporary, Christian fiction author. It is her goal to share the Word one story at a time; specifically as it relates to women and the issues they face. Ramirez has an innate ability to reach people on a personal level with storylines relative to the world we live in.  In her debut novel, she skillfully takes her readers on Janaye’s tumultuous journey to find Something More Than This.  

The book is available at any bookstore nationwide or can be ordered through the publisher at www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore, or by visiting barnesandnoble.com, or amazon.com. Audio and electronic versions of the book are also available from the publisher.

Additional Information:                                 

Product Category: Fiction: General:

Contemporary Fiction: Religious:

Romance/Contemporary

Distributor: Ingram Spring Arbor
EDITOR/PRODUCER:  Are you interested in interviewing the author or reviewing the book?  Let me know, and I’ll gladly send along a book copy for your consideration.  
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   About the Author
[image: image4.emf]Tawnia L. Ramirez was born in Brooklyn, New York. She spent her formative years between homes in Roanoke, Virginia and Brooklyn. She earned a Bachelor’s of Art degree in Political Science from Saint Paul’s College in Lawrenceville, Virginia. 
She has had lifetime passions for reading, writing, and all things creative.  As a child, her favorite pastime was talking.  It was only natural that her gift of gab resulted in her becoming an author.  After giving her first oral book report in middle school, she developed a desire to tell stories – her stories.  Although her childhood dream of one day becoming a comedienne was not realized, her signature brand of “straight talk” and candor allow her to effectively broach sensitive and sometimes taboo topics within the church with a sense of humor and transparency.   
Ramirez is a contemporary, Christian fiction author who believes that reading should be an unforgettable encounter. Having shared some of the experiences some of her characters have encountered, she has the innate ability to reach people on a personal level by transforming her readers so that her characters’ experiences become their own.  

It is her goal to share the Word one story at a time; specifically as it relates to women and the issues they face by creating real stories that every reader can identify with during each stage of their lives.   In her debut novel, she skillfully takes her readers on Janaye’s tumultuous journey to find Something More Than This.  

Tawnia has been a member of American Christian Fiction Writers (ACFW) since 2008. She was named Best New Christian Author in 2009 by Christian Storyteller. Tawnia and her husband currently reside in Virginia with their three daughters, where she is currently working on her second novel.   To schedule Tawnia for a book club meeting, interview, reading, book signing, or other appearance, contact her at contacts@tawniaramirez.com.
   What People Are Saying

Seek and Ye Shall Find
This book is packed with powerful spiritual messages that could be a "new" Christian's food for the soul or a revival for the mature Christian. It touches on a variety of Biblical topics (salvation, sex, marriage, tithing, etc.) and how they should be applied to everyday Christian living. A great debut novel by Mrs. Ramirez.  ~ Alicia Hill Jones, Author of Blessings of Purpose
Great Contemporary Fiction!

"Something More Than This" opens with an engaging and entertaining storyline that grabs your attention right away! The main character, Janaye, makes you laugh, makes you mad and then happy again. Her sister girlfriends are believable characters that most people can relate to or know someone who acts/thinks or believes as they do. By the end of the story, you have learned something or thought about life in a little bit different way. This well written, easy to read book is great for book clubs and group discussions!

 ~ Sharvette Mitchell, Owner, Web Designer & Radio Host
A must read for book clubs!

This was a well written story that held your attention from beginning to end.  The Biblical references for the topics covered in the story were excellent. You get an A+ for adding them to the book.  A lot of topics were covered in last than 232 pages. That's a plus also, because some books are too long and do not cover the topics well.  It was interesting to follow Janaye through her journey with lack of Faith and her battle with Salvation.
One (book club) member with 2 adult females (family members) in their early twenties said that she wanted both of them to read this book because of Janaye's journey.  I think that's a great endorsement of the book!  I thought the book was very good, well written, and the story was easy to follow; which is important when reading any book….That's how we chose you to “come and talk to us for the luncheon. We thought your book was that good! ~ Sharon Baptist Church Book Club
Finally "Something" worth reading!
I was given this book to read by one of the married sisters at my church and I truly enjoyed it! As a "single" lady it's wonderful food for your spirit-man as well as entertaining. I can relate to and remember going through some of the very things the main character does. It is really refreshing to read a book without having to jump over pages of sexually suggestive material (if you're being celibate then you know what I mean) and still feel the budding romance that develops WITHOUT sex. Some may wonder how that is but, this author does it and keeps it "real"! I'll be glad when more writers put books out like this. This book shows a focus on God, love, romance, real life lessons/situations, and truth. These factors CAN be combined in a very interesting and enlighten way! Note to the author: YOU GO GIRL! I don't know you personally but, I'm glad you listened to God and put this book out! I'm looking forward to reading more from you. You've even inspirited me to get back to work on some of my own writings that I had put on the back burner. Stay Blessed! 

**For others authors that haven't gotten the hint, the number of people that are saved, living for God with HEALTHY, ACTIVE, and CELIBATE lifestyle is growing!!! So jump on this bandwagon and celebrate books about a celibate lifestyle that honors the Word of GOD for the many singles out here that are living a (Real) lifestyle; that doesn't have someone jumping from bed to bed or living with them for months to years to determine if "he" or "she" is "The One"! Work the word of God and it will work for you, just like our girl Janaye in this book did!  ~ Saved Single “Viola”
About the Book
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SOMETHING MORE THAN THIS
Paperback: 236 pages
Publisher: Tate Publishing & Enterprises, LLC

Release Date: December 16, 2008
ISBN: 978-1606048023
Retail Price: $14.99 U.S.
Janaye Perkins has reached that sweet spot in life.  She has a good job, purchased her first home, and is dating a man that she believes will be the perfect husband and father for her young son.  With the undying support of her mother and knowing that her girls always have her back, what more could she ask for?  That is until the worst day of her life causes her to question everything, as her life, love, job, and friendships are tested.  Can the worst day of her life propel her into the best time of her life?
The book is available at any bookstore nationwide or can be ordered through the publisher at www.tatepublishing.com/bookstore, or by visiting barnesandnoble.com, booksamillion.com, borders.com, or amazon.com. An audio version of the book also is available from the publisher.

Marketing Support
· Author Book Signings

· Newspapers

· Radio and Television Interviews

· Book Reviews

· Christian Industry Advertising

· Trade Shows

· Internet Advertising

· Catalogs

· Speaking Engagements
Excerpt

Chapter Four
I remembered running up the stairwell on the worst day of my life.  I didn’t have time to wait for the elevator because I was already late.  Finally, I reached the fifth floor.  Peeking through the door and looking both ways for my boss, I sprinted to my cubicle.  I flopped in my chair and dropped my purse on the floor.  “Whew, I made it,” I said to myself.  As I wiped a trickle of sweat from the back of my neck the phone rang.  “Janaye Perkins, how may I help you?”  I said, trying not to sound winded. “Yes, Randy I’ll be right there.”  I cursed under my breath after hanging up the phone.  Everyone was staring as I walked into the office.  I knew they were enjoying this.      

“This is the eighth time you’ve been late this month.  I don’t want to hear your excuses anymore,” Randy said as he put his hand up when I attempted to speak.  I didn’t care that he did not allow me to explain, I was going to lie anyway. 

I’ll just save it for next time, I thought to myself. 

“Janaye, you’ve been a stellar employee until a few months ago.  You aren’t reviewing half the number of applications you used to.  The quality of your work has diminished and your errors have increased,” he said. 

Randy’s face became flushed as he sighed heavily.  “You’re a senior underwriter, but you’re performing like a rookie.  I don’t know what’s going on and frankly I don’t care.  I do care that we’re running a business, and your personal life is negatively impacting that.”  He stood up and leaned over his desk toward me.  His breath felt warm on my face and smelled like cigarettes and old coffee.  If  he continued spitting when he talked, I knew I was going to throw up. 

“You’re officially on written warning for tardiness, and if I don’t see improvement in your performance by the end of the month, I’m writing you up for that too!”   Randy softened his tone as he sat back down, “You’re a good worker, and I’d hate to fire you over something stupid like coming to work late and careless mistakes.”

I fought back the tears as I walked to my desk.  Get it together girl, don’t give them the satisfaction of seeing you cry.  I forced a smile on my face.  When I turned the corner, I overheard two of my co-workers talking. 

“Ms. It was late again.  I know Randy just bombed her out.  She walks around here like her stuff don’t stink.  She knows she has issues like everyone else—especially with that man she be trippin’ over,” one of them whispered loudly. 

“Girl,” the other one responded, “I saw him at the club last Saturday all over this chick.  When she walked away he had the nerve to try to talk to me.  I did let him buy me a drink with his fine self, okay?” 

“Be quiet before she hears you.”  They erupted in laughter.  That was a prime example of why I didn’t fool with any of the females that I worked with.  They were always in somebody else’s business.  They made me sick.

I sat at my desk and recounted the argument I had with Nigel that morning.  He was supposed to come over last night and once again he didn’t show.  He wasn’t answering his cell phone, and he wasn’t picking up at home.  He’s cheating again, I know it.  Against my better judgment, I dropped Myles off at Momma’s and bounced during her fornication speech.  Ever since she met Jesus she wouldn’t leave me alone.  I drove to his apartment and parked across the street. 

There was no answer when I banged on his door.  I had all night to wait on Nigel’s cheatin’ behind to come home, so I settled in the front seat of my car and got comfortable.  When I woke up it was the next morning, it took a couple of minutes to remember where I was.  “Dang!  I know he slipped in while I was asleep.  That’s alright, he should be leaving for work soon,” I said while looking at my watch.  As I worked a kink out of my shoulder, I wondered if I could sink any lower.  This is that fatal attraction mess, I told myself.  Twenty minutes later, Nigel walked out of the building.

It felt like thousands of needles were piercing my heart when I saw Nigel kissing a woman goodbye and handing her a coffee mug as she turned to leave.  Pain turned to rage when I realized that the coffee mug was the one I had given him so he could enjoy chocolate lattes from his favorite neighborhood coffee shop on his way to work.  I shelled out fifteen dollars and stood in line over thirty minutes to have his initials engraved on that mug.

Oh no, he didn’t!  Calm down, don’t be ghetto, I told myself.  You saw what you came to see, just go home.  There’s no need to be late for work again dealing with this mess, I warned myself.  Before I knew it I was out of the car and running across the street screaming, “How could you do this to me?  I thought I could live like this, but I can’t.  Why do you continue to disrespect me?  Don’t you love me?  Who is this Skank?” 

Nigel rebounded from his surprise and told the woman to go to work and he would see her that night at dinner.  “Tonight?  Dinner?  Yeah, go to work trick while I handle my man,” I shouted after her.  A small crowd began to stop and stare.  “What are you looking at?”  I yelled and began screaming obscenities at them.  Nigel shoved me into the lobby of his apartment building. 
“Don’t be coming over here bringing your drama!”  he said. 

“Who was that?”  I asked and began to cry.  

“I’m a grown man, and I’m not married to you.  I’ve told you not to question me—especially when you can’t handle the truth.”   Nigel threw his hands up in frustration.  “This isn’t working.  I think we both know that,” he said.  “You were always cool, and you used to be fun to chill with; that’s not the case anymore.  You’re all caught up in feelings, and I’m not trying to go that route.  I do care about you, which is why I’ve hung in here this long.”  

It felt like everything was happening in slow motion as Nigel continued to assault me with his words.  “You know,  it’s like coaching a basketball team, and you were the Point Guard.  Every coach needs a star player,” he said as he pretended to shoot a basketball in an imaginary hoop.  “But a team consists of more than one player.  You know what they say, there’s no I in team.”

I wiped my nose with the back of my sleeve as he continued to break my heart. “Look, there could never be a future for us, and I know I should have told you this a long time ago; I just didn’t want to hurt your feelings.  I enjoy the single life, and I love women.  I want a woman who will wash my clothes and cook for me without asking questions or pressuring a brother to marry her,” he said.  “I’ll date a woman with a child, but she could never be considered marriage material.  I don’t have baby momma drama, so why should I deal with baby daddy issues for the next eighteen years?” 

Who was this man in front of me?  Was he purposely trying to hurt me?  I asked myself as he continued his barrage of insults. 

“I ain’t trying to settle down before I’m thirty-three.  I’m twenty-seven-years-old now.  The way I see it, that leaves three more years to play and another three to meet, mack, and marry the next Mrs. Parker.  When I do look for a wife, I want a woman who can cook, has no kids, no baggage, and is a freak in the bedroom—but she can’t have a lot of mileage.  You already had a few strikes against you,” he said smiling as he pretended to jab me in the arm. 

“On the real J, I don’t even know if I can find a woman who will meet my standards,” he said.  “Even if I do find her, I don’t know if I could trust her.  Experience has shown me that you women can be scandalous.  You know how y’all do.”  Nigel looked down at his watch and said, “Hey, I’ve got to go or I’ll be late for work.  Whatever I left at your place keep it.  Tell Myles he can have that Madden game so he can brush up on his skills.  No hard feelings?” he asked as he tried to hug me.  My body stiffened, and I didn’t respond.  Nigel shrugged his shoulders.  “See you around, Janaye.  We both had a good time, I hope we can still be friends.”  He walked out of the door.

I don’t know how long I stood in the empty lobby.  The ride home was a blur as I tried to see through my tears. 
Interview Questions

Tell us what inspired you to write Something More Than This.
What inspired you to write this story?

Who is your target audience/reader?
What are you currently working on?
What can you share about your next project and if it is a sequel what character development can we expect from the main character

How can readers find out more about you and/or your writing ministry?
Discussion Questions
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· Did you find Janaye’s transformation realistic?

· What are your thoughts of Lavender’s transformation?

· Like Sidney, do you believe Janaye was an attention hound, trumping up issues to remain in the spotlight?

· Do you believe that Nigel and Sidney have redeemable qualities?
· Was Nigel a predator or was Janaye a victim of her own self-esteem issues?

· Was Cynthia’s view on love and marriage realistic?

· How did Janaye’s relationship with her mother influence her life?

· Do you believe healing is possible and prayer changes things?

· Were the dating guidelines followed in the story appropriate or extreme?

· Which character did you most relate to and why?

· Did Sidney’s past justify her behavior?
· Was Brian a good man or too good to be true?

· Was Leslie a true friend to Janaye?

· Was Janaye’s fear of losing her loved ones justified?

· Do you believe all behavior should be forgiven when someone has hurt you? 
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